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First Sunday of Lent 
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Mission Statement 

We, as a Catholic parish under the patronage of Saint Peter, are a Eucharistic 
family, centered in prayer and worship, dedicated to self-sacrificing stewardship, 

and journeying together, Spirit-inspired, to the heavenly Kingdom. 

PARISH STAFF 

PASTOR: Rev. Msgr. John J. Martin 

PASTOR EMERITUS: Rev. Msgr. William E. Handges 

PERMANENT DEACONS: Thomas Reimer, Maurice Kelly 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Mrs. Lina Abi-Samra 

PARISH ACCOUNTANT: Mr. Michael Leshko 

DIRECTOR OF REL. ED.: Mrs. Linda Johnson 

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR: 

Ms. Wendy Krisak, Direct Telephone 1 800-791-9209 

Email: victimassistance@allentowndiocese.org 

DIOCESAN SAFE ENVIRONMENT OFFICE: 

Sr. Meg, S.S.J.M.S., LMFT 610-332-0442 Ext. 2019 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

DAILY: 8 A.M. (No morning Mass Thursday & Saturday) 

Saturday Evening: 4:00 P.M. Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 A.M. 

Holy Days Vigil: 6:30 P.M. 

Holy Days: 8:00 A.M. & 6:30 P.M. 

PENANCE: 

Saturday: 3:00 to 3:45 P.M. 

During Advent and Lent, Communal Penance Services 

are celebrated. Arrangements can always be made by 

appointment. 

BAPTISM: Contact the rectory for an appointment. 

Baptism is scheduled on Sunday after the 10:30 A.M. 

Mass at 11:30 A.M. Parents may be required to attend a 

preparatory instruction in the rectory. 

MARRIAGE: Couples should contact the parish priest at 

least 1 year but no later than 6 months prior to the 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Notify the rectory when someone 

at home becomes seriously ill, or weak on account of old age, 

so that the person might receive this Sacrament. 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND: The priests and 

Eucharistic Ministers perform this service monthly. 

Notify us when someone wishes to be visited. 

HOSPITALIZED: Alert us whenever someone has to be 

hospitalized, especially when their admission is an emergen-

cy. The parish identification number at each of the Valley 

hospitals is #171. 

PARISH REGISTRATION: New members should make an 

appointment with the pastor at the rectory. Any 

an address, notify the rectory. 

 

change of  

HIGH SCHOOL: Allentown Central Catholic, 4th & Chew Sts., 

Allentown 18102 (School Office: 610-437-4601) 

ELEMENTARY: 

Good Shepherd Catholic School 

Mrs. Susan Parker, M.Ed. Principal 

1300 Newport Avenue, Northampton, PA 18067 

610-262-9171

CCD PROGRAM: Classes conducted at the Holy Apostles 

Catholic Education Center, 3008 Ruch St., Whitehall. 

The program is from September to the end of April. 

These classes are necessary for eligibility to receive the 

Sacraments of Penance, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

Contact Mrs. Linda Johnson at 610-261-0144 

Rectory: 610-262-2417 Fax: 610-262-2652 

Web Address: www:stpeterchurchcoplay.com • E-mail: info@stpetersrccoplay.com 



unday March 1st
: 1st Sunday of Lent 

Gn 2:7-9,3:l-7;Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11 
8:00AM-Betl)I Blaker & John S. Bundra, Jr. 

10:30AM- Joseph Weber 

Monday March Z,d_· Lenten Weekday 
Lv 19:1-2,11-18; Mt 25;31-46 
8:00 AM- Michael Hamscher (Birthday) 

Tuesday March Jd_· Lenten Weekday 
Is55:10-l l; Mt 6:7-15 
8:00AM- Larry Plotsko 

Wednesday March 4Jh: Lenten Weekday 
Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32 
8:00AM- Anne Von Neida 

Thursday March Sfh: Lenten Weekday 
Est C:12,14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12 
No Morning Mass 

Friday March ffh: First Friday 
Is 58:l-9a; Mt 9;14-15 
8:00 AM- Hermina lvankovits 

Saturday March Jth: Lenten Weekday 
s 58: 9b-14; Lk 5:27-32 

Vigil Mass 
4:00 PM- Travis Szerencits 

Sunday March Efh: z,d Sunday of Lent 
8:00AM- Holy Name Society 

10:30AM- Leonard Wechsler 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Wi[[ 6urn tnis week, in memory of 

Susan (J3a{[iet 

Masses said by Retired Priests and Missionaries: 

Health: Douglas T. Drysburgh Jr. 

Stewardship Corner 
February 23, 2020 

$6143.00 
Thanks to those who have made a commitment 

during our increased offertory process. May our 
renewed stewardship be to the honor and glory of 

tbe___Lar:d 

Flame of Love Tuesdays- Rosary and Benediction in the 
Chapel from 6-7:J0PM 

Bible Study Thursdays 630PM in the Heritage Center. 

Stations of the Cross~ Fridays 630PM 

I 

Rice Bowl During this Lenten Season we should be 
attentive to the needs of the poor. Your prayers and 
generosity extended to the needy will bring blessings to 
them and Glory to God 

Food Drive During the season of Lent we will be 
collecting food items for the Coplay Food Bank. 
Containers will be provided in the vestibule. Please 
make sure the items that you are donating are not 
outdated Any students in need of service hours and 
would !tke to help with this project may 
call 610.262.2417 

� Dinner
Mark your Calendar! Our chicken &
dumplings/ beef stew dinner is 

, scheduled for Saturday, March 7h 

..._ 
' 

from 4-7PM Tickets are $10 per 
adult and $5 per chtld If you like to help at this 
dinner or if you need service hours, please call Paula 
at 610.2660195 

Tickets will be sold after all weekend Masses 



LENTEN GOSPELS TEACH US TO PRAY Week I: ACTS of Prayer 

Sacrifice of Praise 
First Sunday of Lent: Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 I Romans 5:12-19 / Matthew 4:1-11 

Jesus Offers Us an Example for Resisting Temptation 

I
n Scripture, forty symbol
izes a time of waiting and 

preparing. Jesus' response to 
the desert temptations pres
ents three excellent examples 
of how we can fight tempta
tion in our lives. In today's 
Gospel (Mt 4:1-11), we wit
ness the faith-strengthening 
power of fasting, Scripture, 
and prayer. In the desert, Je
sus empties himself physical
ly with a forty-day fast and in 
turn is strengthened spiritu
ally. He retreats to be alone 
with his Father, nourished 
only by communion with 
his Father, in preparation for 
his upcoming mission. Jesus 
roots his ministry - in fact, 
his entire existence - in 
prayer. 

Lent is our desert. It is 
our forty days of waiting and 
preparing and is much more 
than a test to see how long 
we can hold out from choco-

FOR REFLECTION 

• Jesus retreated from the busyness of his daily life for
prayer. Are you able to find time during this Lent to fast
from some of your activities to give God your undivided
attention?

• Do you include solitude, fasting, and Scripture in your
prayer time?

• How can prayer help you with the temptations you most
often succumb to?

late. Lent is an opportunity 
to practice using the gifts of 
our faith to avoid the many 
temptations we face each 
day. The Lenten practices of 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiv
ing offer a foundation upon 
which we can build a solid 
faith. We, too, are called 
to empty ourselves physi
cally through fasting to make 
room to be nourished by the 
loving, merciful presence of 
God in our lives. We also are 
being prepared for a mission. 
Strengthened by this Lenten 

season, we are to go forth 
and share the Good News. 

After forty days and 
nights of fasting, Jesus is 
hungry, but not just for food. 
Remember, the Spirit has led 
him into a period of prepara
tion for ministry. Jesus will 
begin preaching in Galilee 
upon returning from the 
desert. He emerges hungry to 
share his message of love and 
mercy, the Good News of 
redemption and salvation. 

Jesus' weapon against the 
lies and snares of the devil? 

The Word of God, sharper 
than any two-edged sword 
(see Heb 4:12). The exchange 
between Jesus and the devil 
illustrates not only strength 
the faithful can draw from 
for spiritual battle in the 
Word, but also the great 
importance of understanding 
the meaning of each Scrip
ture. 

The Prince of Lies twists 
Scripture for his own advan
tage, but Jesus, empowered 
through fasting and prayer, 
sees clearly through each 
temptation and orders Satan 
away. He emerges from the 
experience ready to begin 
spreading the Good News. 

Where will the next forty 
days bring you? Will you, 
too, at the end of your period 
of waiting and preparation 
be strengthened by prayer, 
fasting, and the Scriptures, to 
avoid temptation? 



111ere is 110 problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult it 

is, that we cannot solve by the prayer lf the Holy Rosary. 

- SISTER Lt:CI:\, hiTJ:\l:\ SFFR

Don't Know How to Pray? 

P
rayer can be an intimidating word. Some people worry they don't pray
enough; others feel they aren't saying their prayers correctly. The bad 

news: You probably are not praying enough. But this problem is easier to 
solve than you think. We can pray while commuting to work or school, fold
ing the laundry, even during our recreation. St. Paul instructs us to "pray 
without ceasing" (1 Tues 5:17), meaning, throughout the day, all day. The 
good news: The only wrong way to pray is not to pray at all. Prayer can be 
formal or informal, it should flow from your heart. 

St. John Damascent wrote, "Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart 
to God or the requesting of good things from God" (see Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 2559). There is a Catholic tradition to help us remember the 
four types of prayers we can offer to God, through the acronym ACTS. 

A C T s 
Adoration Contrition Thanksgiving Supplication 

We'll be looking at each one of these prayer offerings throughout the 
coming weeks of Lent. 

p� 
Lord Jesus, to prepare for 
your mission as Savior, you 
first retreated to fast and 
pray. Tempted by the devil, 
you did not fall for his distor-
tion of the Word. Instead, 
you allowed the truth of the 
Word to cut through the lies 
and warded off all tempta
tion. May I follow your 
remarkable example to be 
strengthened in faith through 
prayer, fasting, and the Scrip
tures throughout this Lent 
and for the rest of my life. 

CATECHISM 

CONNECTION 

"Where does prayer come 
from? Whether prayer is ex • 
pressed in words or gestures, it is the whole 
man who prays. But in naming the source 
of prayer, Scripture speaks sometimes of the 
soul or the spirit, but most often of the heart 
(more than a thousand times). According 
to Scripture, it is the heart that prays. If our 
heart is far from God, the words of prayer 
are in vain." 

- Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2562

For print use only. Copyright© by Our Sunday Visitor. Inc. Nihif Obstat: Msgr. Michael Heintz, Ph.D. Censor L,brorum 

Imprimatur+ Kevin C. Rhoades. Bishop of Fori Wayne-Sooth Bend 
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In every age, Christians have suffered for their faith, from the Roman Coliseum to the recent 

beheadings perpetrated be ISIS. Brave men and women, embracing the cross of Jesus, have gone to 

their death rather than deny their faith, and the blood of these martyrs serves as the "seed of 

Christians," enlivening faith in others. Today, the witness of martyrs continues in an especially intense 

way in the Middle East, where priests are murdered for offering Mass and families are driven from 

their homes for displaying a cross. 

With this Marian Prayer Program, we honor the martyrs over the centuries as we call particular 

attention to the suffering of today's Christians in the Middle East. Featuring the newly commissioned 

icon of Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians, the prayer program is the latest in a series of efforts 

undertaken by the Knights of Columbus to aid those who suffer for their faith. Since its inception in 

2014 our Christian Refugee Relief Fund has raised and distributed close to $20 million to help feed and 

clothe needy families in the Middle East and to resettle and rebuild villages destroyed by ISIS. Pope 

Francis has called these efforts "an eloquent sign of your Order's firm commitment to solidarity and 

communion with our fellow Christians." 

Created by Italian iconographer Fabrizio Diomedi, this icon depicts the Blessed Mother, with the Child 

Jesus over her heart, spreading her protective mantle around a representative of gathering of recent 

Christian martyrs-men and women, young and old, from East and West; priest, religious and 

laypersons, including one of the six priest-members of the Knights of Columbus who were killed by the 

Mexican government in the first half of the 20th century. The four crosses represent an "ecumenism of 

blood" among martyrs of Roman and Eastern Catholicism, as well as those of Coptic, Armenian, Syriac 

and Orthodox traditions. 

Since its inception in 1979, the Knights of Columbus' prayer program has held more than 166,900 local 

council and parish prayer services with some 20 million participants. Featured images have included 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Our Lady of Czestochowa, Our Lady of Pochaiv, 

Our Lady of the Assumption, Our Lady of the New Advent, Our Lady of the Rosary and Our Lady of 

Charity. 

By taking part in the current prayer program, Knights and their families, and all who join with them, are 

rendering spiritual aid to those who suffer today for their faith. Let us .ask the holy martyrs, ancient and 

recent, to intercede for persecuted Christians everywhere as we invoke upon them the protection of 

Mary. 
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith. .March 2020 

Born in Mayorga, 
Spain, St. Toribio was 

�
ducated in law 

� 
and became 
the Professor 
of Law at 
Salamanca 
University. His 
work and his holiness earned 
him the notice of the king, 

o who named him to be the
next Archbishop of Lima.
Despite his arguments, Toribio
was ordained a priest,
consecrated, and sent to Peru.
He spent his office reforming
the then-corrupt diocese,
catechizing the native
Peruvians, and defending them
from the abuses of the Spanish
conquistadors.

Sunday rest
Rather than a day to catch up

on errands and chores, God
intends Sunday to be a day of
contemplation and of rest.

1 

Sunday is the day we set aside
for God and moments of praise
and worship.

"I would like everyone to feel

J 

loved by the God who gave his
Son for us and showed us
his boundless love.
I want everyone to
feel the joy of
being Christian"
(Pope Benedict

XVI). 

©Copyright 2020 Success Publishing & Media, UC 

Rev. Msgr. John J. Martin 
Saint Peter Church, Coplay 

Dealing with difficult people Jesus' way 
People who argue, fight, or refuse 

to cooperate can make our lives 
downright miserable. Yet, Jesus was 
masterful at dealing with difficult 
people. Following his example 
can save our sanity and 
our relationships. 

Know when to 

ignore. When Jesus 
made his Nazareth 
friends and 
neighbors so mad 
that they wanted to 
throw him off a cliff, 
he knew there was no 
reasoning with them. 
"Passing through the 
midst of them he went 
away" (Luke 4:30). When people 
speak harshly or offensively, the best 
response can be to disengage and walk 
away. 

Know when to say "no." Sometimes 
others demand more from us than we 

are able or willing to give, yet we give 
in out of guilt or fear of displeasure. 

.,,. Two of his best friends, James 
and.John, said to Jesus, "we
want you to do whatever we asli

of you" (Mark 10:35). In 
response to this stunning 
breach of boundaries, Jesus 
was calm and firm. He said 
"no" and didn't 
second-guess himself 
when he didn't make his 
loved ones happy. 

Know when to stay 
calm. When Jesus took a 
Sabbath stroll with his 
friends (Matthew 12), 

Pharisees barged in and 
accused him of breaking the 

Sabbath. He remained calm and 
answered them peacefully. He wasn't 
afraid of being tripped up or trapped 
because he was unconcerned about 
others' opinions. 

Why Do 
catholics 

oo ThatQ 
Why do Catholics call 
Good Friday #good"? 

Although a sad day, Good Friday 
actually is "good" because 
it is the day when Jesus 
saved us from our sins, 
reconciled us with God, and 
reopened Heaven. Out of 
what seemed like defeat, God 
brought a greater victory. With 

his sacrifice, Jesus conquered 
sin and death. On Good 

_ tJ Friday, we see more clearly
God's goodness, justice, 

wisdom, power, and love. 
"God proves his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners 
Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 

301620 





New to St Peter!!!!!!! 

Introducing our Grief and Bereavement Support Group 
for the families who have lost a loved one. We will 
meet every other Wednesday (6-8 sessions) beginning 

on March 4, 2020 from 10:30AM-12PM in the Heritage 
Center Meeting Room. 

These sessions will be led by 
Mr. Jerry Herauf, MA, MDiv, 

a certified factlitator for Grief Support 
If interested, or for more info call 610.262.241 

Congratulations St Peter Parish!!!! 
Your cookie sale provided 54, 215 meals for starving 

people in Haiti 
THANK YOU! From 

The Cookie Sale to Combat World Hunger 

Campbell Soup Labels and Redner's' Receipts 
Please note we are no longer accepting Campbell Soup 
labels; but we are still collecting Redner's receipts. 
J/ease put the WHOLE receipt in the new red box in the 

main vestibule. 
Thank You for your support 

Schoo/News 

OOD SHEPHERD CA THOL/C SCHOOL 

� ·n.:. •. 

We will be hosting an Early Childhood 
Education Event for students entering 
Preschool and Kindergarten on Sat, 3/14 
from 10-11AM. For more info please 
contact our Advancement Director, 

rs. Lauri Tripa/di, at 610.262.9171 or 
rstri a/di scs ma1Zcom 

eginning March 11 at 1:30 Stations of the Cross will be 
e/d at Queenship of Mary Church for GSCS students &
arishioners. Wednesday, April t5t [fh graders will present 
iving Stations in the Church at 1 PM All are welcome to 
ttend Stations and Living Stations 

LLENTOWN CENTRAL CA THOL/C HS 

1/5 Workshop for Spring Musical 
1/6 Casual DDD for CCHS Food Pantry 

HOLY APOSTLES RELIGIOUS ED 
Regular Classes for 1-7 grades. Stations of the Cross with 
enedictions at Holy Trinity Church 3/16-3/18 In place of 
egular classes 

Area Events 

Thinking about spring? SHAKE OFF 
THOSE UNCERTAIN WEATHER "BLAHS" 
and put the freshness of romance back 
into your relationship on a WORLDWIDE 

'MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND. 
lf:or info. call 610-449-1859 or visit www.wwme.org 

Whitehall-Coplay Community Meal Sunday March 1 will 
take place at St Elizabeth Catholic Church 618 Fullerton 
Ave., Whitehall 610.266.0695 from 4-6.30 

Attention All Scouters! The Allentown Diocese Catholic 
Committee on Scouting will have it's annual Scout 
Activity Weekend on April 17 - 19, 2020 at Camp Trexler.
Join us for a FUN-Filled camping weekend that includes 
all meals and a Saturday Vigil Mass. You don't have to b 
working on a religious emblem to join us - all Catholic
Scouts are welcome. For more info. and registration, 
please visit us at www.adccos.org/bsr.htm 

A Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Dinner will b
'97 held at St John the Baptist Social Hall in Stiles
:.���u';!!u';. on Friday March 6, and March 13 from 5-7PM 
Adults $10 and children $1. Includes baked fish, potatoe 
corn, applesauce, roll, dessert and drink, or pierogi 
dinner for $7. Take outs available. 
For info call 814.694.4050 

Catholic Home Missions Appeal 40% of dioceses in the 
United States are considered mission territories because 
they are unable to fund essential pastoral work needed 
In their communities. Your support funds religious 
education deminary formation, lay ministry training and 
other programs that build vibrant faith communities her, 
in the U.S. Please be generous. More info at 
www.usccb.org/home-missions 






