


unday March 2Z1d: ,4fh Sunday of Lent
JSm 16:lb, 6-7, 10-13a; Eph 5: 8-14;Jn 9:1-41 

8:00AM-Heath Winans 
10:30AM- Ralph and Julianna Alonzo 

Monday March 2.Y"d: Lenten Weekday
Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 
8:00 AM- John Go/linger 

Tuesday March 24h: Lenten Weekday 
Ez 47:1-9,12; Jn 5:1-16 
8:00AM- Louis Choma 

Wednesday March 2.sth: The Annunciation of the 
Lord 
Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
8:00AM- Joseph and Justine Kundek 

Thursday March 2ffh: Lenten Weekday 
Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 
No Morning Mass 

Friday March 2Jlh: Lenten Weekday 
Wis 2:Ja, 12:22; Jn 7:1-2, JO, 25-30 
8:00 AM- Louis Stumpf 

Saturday March 21fht_- Lenten Weekday 
Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 

Vigil Mass 
4:00 PM- Dorothea Duncan 

Sunday March 2!fh: _5fh Sunday of Lent 
8:00AM- Michael Palla 

10:30AM- Michael and Helen Honshiko 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Wi{{ 6urn tfiis week, in memory of 

Josepli ¾orvatli 

Masses said by Retired Priests and Missionaries: 

Health: Douglas T. Dryburgh,Jr. 

Deceased: Alfred Lederer, Richard Hamscher, Theresa 
Brown, Agnes Schleder, Frances Alban, Frank Keppel 

I 

Stewardship Corner 
March 15, 2020 

$5171.00 
Thanks to those who have made a commitment 

during our increased offertory process. May our 
renewed stewardship be to the honor and glory of 

tbe Lord 

Flame of Love Cancelled until further notice 

Bible Study Cancelled untll further notice 

Stations of the Cross Cancelled until further notice 

Rice Bowl During this Lenten Season we should be 
attentive to the needs of the poor. Your prayers and 
generosity extended to the needy will bring blessings to 
them and Glory to God 

Food Drive During the season of Lent we will be 
collecting food items for the Coplay Food Bank 
Containers will be provided in the vestibule. Please 
make sure the items that you are donating are not 
outdated 

R.C.I.A. INFORMATION

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RC/A) is 
a way of welcoming, forming and initiating new 
members into the Church. It is a process through which 
non-baptized men and women become members of the 
Catholic Church. It is also suitable for those baptized in 
different faith traditions who are interested in becoming 
Catholic, or for those who were baptized Catholic but 
have yet to receive the Sacraments of Eucharist and 
Confirmation. For more information call Msgr. Martin 



LENTEN GOSPELS TEACH US TO PRAY Week 4: Thanksgiving 

Sacrifice of Praise 
Fourth Sunday of Lent: 1 Samuel 16:lb, 6-7, 10-13a I Ephesians 5:8-14 I John 9:1-41 

The Blessing of a Thankful Heart 

I
n today's Gospel, the disciples ques
tioned Jesus if sin caused the man's 

blindness. Did he or someone in his 
family warrant this punishment by 
their offense to God? The disciples 
listened and accepted Jesus' explana
tion that the man's lack of sight was not 
due to sin but instead was to show the 
glory of God. Meanwhile, the Phari
sees refused to accept Jesus' teaching 
and in essence became the blind ones. 
Ironically, their inability to see could be 
directly attributed to sin - specifically, 
the sin of pride. 

They refused to believe in the 
miracle which had occurred right 
before them and would never be able to 
see the miracles Jesus could perform in 
their lives. Their metaphorical blindness 
remained because they were unwilling 
to believe in any truth other than their 
own. Jesus has the power and authority 
to open anyone's eyes, to break through 
anyone's darkness, but first we have to 
be willing to see. 

Sometimes we face circumstances 
truly beyond our control, which make 

FOR REFLECTION 

• Make a list of all the things you are
grateful for. Spend time in prayer
thanking God for each one.

• In difficult situations, are you able to
recognize reasons to be thankful?

• What burdens keep you free from
embracing a hope-filled life in
Christ?

us wonder what we've done to be 
abandoned by God or what may have 
angered him. It is imperative to under
stand an important truth about God: 
He does not bring hardships; these exist 
as a result of the Fall in the Garden of 
Eden. God has given each of us free will 
so that we may be able to freely chose 
to enter into a relationship with him -
one based on love, not coercion. 

Trusting in God's promises that 
"all things work for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to 
his purpose" (Rom 8:28), or that "for 
human beings this is impossible, but 
for God all things are possible" (Mt 

19:26), can be difficult in the midst of 
a tragedy, trial, or difficulty. However, 
one who continues to pray in thanks
giving maintains a grateful heart and 
remains hopeful, like the man born 
blind. Although Jesus' method of curing 
the man's blindness may have seemed 
strange, the man, thankful for a chance 
at healing, followed Jesus' instructions. 

Lent is the perfect time to rub mud 
in our eyes, figurately speaking, and al
low Jesus to heal our spiritual blindness. 
Whether currently struggling through 
a difficult time, or scars from past 
battles that are hard to forget, prayers 
of thanksgiving can mold those experi
ences into blessings. Clarity of vision 
of the cumulative experiences in our 
lives belong only with God; apart from 
him, we will never make sense of them. 
Remaining close, thankful, and open to 
seeing his hand in all that happens in 
the world, keeps our hearts safeguarded 
from growing hard. Lent is a time to 
reflect on what blinds us from saying, 
"Lord, I believe," and a time to refocus 
on following the Light of the World. 








